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‘Make a day of it’ this summer at Essex's award-winning country parks

The county’s residents are being encouraged to Explore Essex and ‘make a day of It’ at a Green Flag award-winning country park this summer.

The ‘make a day of it’ campaign provides ideas for an affordable, fun family day out at Great Notley and Hadleigh Country Parks and to make summer memories that last. Park guides suggestions include family bike rides, the best picnic spots, hidden nature corners to explore, wildflower walks and more, all for the price of a day’s car parking (£6.55). 

As part of the campaign, visitors can complete a short survey to be in with a chance of winning an Essex Explorer Pass and a Sky Ropes voucher for four people.

The international Green Flag Award confirms that Essex Country Parks boast the highest possible environmental standards, are well maintained and have excellent visitor facilities. 

Belhus Woods, Cudmore Grove, Danbury, Great Notley, Hadleigh, Marsh Farm, Thorndon and Weald Country Parks all received the status and will be displaying their flags within the site’s grounds. 

It is the first time that Marsh Farm Country Park, near South Woodham Ferrers, has received the Green Flag Award and is recognition of the works to upgrade and improve the site by its park rangers and volunteer groups. 

Works that have taken place at Marsh Farm – which is a Site of Special Scientific Interest - include establishing a community orchard to support biodiversity, wildflower areas, vegetation clearance, grassland restoration and water vole conservation projects. The park rangers and volunteers also work with the nature organisation, Bird Aware, which recently held wildlife walks at Marsh Farm.

The award also recognises the recent improvement works which saw over £300,000 invested in upgrades to the children’s play facilities at Great Notley, along with new safety and surfacing features at Belhus Woods and Hadleigh Country Parks.

As part of the improvements, Great Notley - home to the county’s longest play trail - has a new climbing forest, sensory equipment, an agility route and a 12-metre rope bridge.

The Green Flag Award announcement follows the recently launched Essex County Council campaign ‘Hello Essex’, which is encouraging residents and visitors to make the most of summer by attending one of the many the family-friendly events and community-led activities happening across the county. 

The ‘Hello Essex’ campaign suggests historic landmarks, exhibitions, scenic trails and outdoor adventures to explore and to discover the places that make the county unique.

They also coincide with the forthcoming ‘Love Parks Week’ (Friday 24 July to Sunday 2 August) initiative by Keep Britian Tidy – an annual campaign which celebrates the nations parks and green spaces.

Councillor Russell Quirk, Essex County Council Deputy Leader Elect /An Essex Country Parks spokesperson said: “We want as many families as possible to enjoy our parks this summer, and the 'make a day of it' campaign provides easy and affordable ways for the whole family to have fun. 

“It's the perfect time to visit with our parks having just been awarded Green Flag status again, a real testament to the work of our park teams, rangers and volunteer groups in keeping these spaces at their best.

“The Essex Country Parks boast a diverse range of landscapes and important wildlife habitats from countryside to coast. From the five lakes at Belhus Woods, to the shorelines at Cudmore Grove to open vistas at Weald Country Park, each site offers visitors a unique experience."

Discover more by visiting www.explore-essex.com. To take part in the survey visit: ????

For more information about the ‘Hello Essex’ campaign visit: www.essex.gov.uk/HelloEssex 

-Ends-
Editors Notes:

Explore Essex: Explore Essex brings together a unique group of Country Parks and heritage venues which are owned by Essex County Council. Its mission is to deliver a broad range of exciting facilities and activities for the people of Essex with an emphasis on culture, heritage and environment. www.explore-essex.com 





