Essex Country Parks to launch storytelling competition inspired by new addition to ‘The Gruffalo’ family
Essex Country Parks is launching a storytelling competition along with a week of free ‘The Gruffalo’ themed activities during the October half term at Thorndon Country Park.

Essex County Council Deputy Leader, Councillor Russell Quirk, and ‘The Gruffalo’ announced the competition at Thorndon - home to the original and licensed trail – and invited children to share their creative tales. 

Inspired by ‘Gruffalo Granny’, the new addition to the much-loved family, the competition is open to children from five to 11-years-old and has three categories - ‘a story I was told’, ‘a story I will tell’ and ‘a story we will tell together’.

Story writing tips and techniques will be available courtesy of Essex Cultural Ambassadors. Essex County Council councillors, storytellers from the Essex Library Service and Explore Essex will shortlist and judge the competition entries. 

The competition runs from Saturday 24 October 2026 to Sunday 3 January 2027 and the winners will be announced in March 2027. 

Essex Country Parks is also running a week of free themed competitions, prizes and activities during the October half term at ‘The Gruffalo’ trail, Thorndon Country Park which is officially licensed by Magic Light Pictures. 

A limited number of winning tickets will be hidden around the trail, which can be redeemed for a ‘The Gruffalo and Friends’ lucky dip at the visitor centre. 

Visitors that don’t find a ticket can take part in a ‘selfie’ competition and enter a draw to win a prize bundle.

A morning of free ‘The Gruffalo’ activities will be held on Thursday 29 October with a drop-in story time session with the Essex Library Service and woodland events along the trail with Essex Outdoors Rangers.

A story time session for children on Thursday 29 October from 1.30pm to 3.30pm is also taking place at Weald Country Park, home to the ‘Stick Man’ sculpture trail. 

Councillor Russell Quirk, Deputy Leader of Essex County Council, said: “As a county, we are proud to have the officially licensed Julia Donaldson and Axel Scheffler trails at Thorndon and Weald Country Parks.

“The trails take visitors through beautiful parkland and provide children with the opportunity to let their imaginations run free, explore their surroundings and connect with nature. 

“We hope children will join us in celebrating the art of storytelling and enjoy the trails this autumn.”

To enter the storytelling competition and for full terms and conditions visit: www.explore-essex.com/gruffalo-comp
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Editors Notes:

Explore Essex: Explore Essex brings together a unique group of Country Parks and heritage venues which are owned by Essex County Council. Its mission is to deliver a broad range of exciting facilities and activities for the people of Essex with an emphasis on culture, heritage and environment. www.explore-essex.com 
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