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New interactive story trails launched at Cressing Temple Barns

The county’s residents and visitors can now travel back through time thanks to a range of new interactive trails at Cressing Temple Barns. 

Officially launched on Saturday 19 September by the Deputy Lieutenant of Essex, Colonel (Retd) Charles Thomas TD, Essex County Council Deputy Leader, Councillor Russell Quirk, and the Chair of the Friends of Cressing Temple, Sue Lowe, the event celebrated the history of Cressing Temple Barns as a working farm and the culmination of an 18-month project.
 
After receiving almost £30,000 in funding from the National Lottery, through Arts Council England, and other sponsors, the project by the Friends of Cressing Temple has seen the restoration of antique agricultural machinery, the installation of the free interactive trails, along with updated signage and other new exhibits onsite.

Now open to the public, the self-led trails allow visitors to discover 900 years of Cressing’s agricultural heritage and the perils it faced, from its origins in 1100AD through to the 1980s.

Featuring characters from different periods in history, the five story trails are fun, educational and fully accessible, and bring characters to life by the touch of a button or via a QR code. More trails will be added in due course.

Visitors can listen to audio stories about the pilgrims and the Knights Templar from 1100AD, the events of the Peasants’ Revolt of 1381 from ‘Amicius the Skinner’ and how religious upheaval under Henry VIII led to a change of ownership in 1542.

They can also discover the Swing Riots of 1830 from ‘Luke the farm labourer’ viewpoint and meet ‘Betty’ - a member of the Women’s Land Army who helped feed the nation during World War Two.  

Designed for all ages, the trails also feature the specially designed character, ‘Charlie’, who explains the site’s history and events for primary school children and young people.

As part of the project, and following support from local businesses and the Cressing Temple Community Shed, the restoration of the site’s vintage agricultural machinery has begun with the intention of restoring them to their former glory.

As a former Knights Templar site, Cressing Temple Barns dates from the 13th century and is one of the few remaining Templar buildings in England. Its Grade I listed Barley and Wheat Barns are the oldest recorded timber framed barns in Europe.

Councillor Russell Quirk, Deputy Leader of Essex County Council, said: “Projects such as the Working Farm are extremely important as it allows us to celebrate and bring the past to life for current and future generations. 

“Cressing Temple Barns is a jewel in the county’s crown and so we’re grateful to the Friends of Cressing for all their hard work to bring the fascinating history of the site to the fore. From the Knights Templar to the Women’s Land Army, Cressing has played a pivotal part in the county’s history, and I’m delighted to see it being celebrated and remembered.”

Sue Lowe, Chair of The Friends of Cressing Temple, commented: “We are delighted to officially launch the Working Farm project with the Deputy Lord Lieutenant of Essex. It’s a culmination of a lot of hard work over the past 18 months by the Friends of Cressing Temple, as well as all the wonderful volunteers and local businesses who have supported us.

“I’d also like to thank the Arts Council National Lottery funding for their support, as it’s provided us with the opportunity to showcase and highlight a lost farming way of life.”

-Ends-
Editors Notes:

Explore Essex: Explore Essex brings together a unique group of Country Parks and heritage venues which are owned by Essex County Council. Its mission is to deliver a broad range of exciting facilities and activities for the people of Essex with an emphasis on culture, heritage and environment. www.explore-essex.com 
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