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Essex Year of Reading will inspire every child  
in Essex to become a confident reader and 
develop a lifelong love of reading. Look out 
for upcoming events and activities for children 
and families to take part in.
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Explore Essex is delighted to 
welcome you to the official guide 
for the ‘Summer of Culture 2022’ 
– a broad series of activities, talks 
and events for 2022 – and now in 
its second year.
We’re pleased to confirm that our theme this year will 
once again be ‘the world around us’ – a topic which 
has become increasingly important to us all following 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Partnering with a series of arts and cultural 
organisations, the Essex ‘Summer of Culture 2022’ 
programme will showcase events and activities 
taking place throughout the county. 

Focusing around three key strands; nature, climate, 
and people – the programme aims to help you as 
residents to connect with our beautiful green spaces 
and all the diverse cultural and creative events on 
our doorsteps.
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Get Connected
Keep up-to-date with our news, activities and 
competitions.

       www.explore-essex.com

       @exploressex 

       @exploressex 

       @exploreessex 

       Explore.Essex@essex.gov.uk

Daniel & Clara - Landscape Imaginary
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Launched in January 2022, the new Essex County Council Arts and 
Cultural Fund will provide £1 million of funding over five years to support 
the county’s creative sector, providing a much-needed boost to our 
cultural organisations and artists.

T he fund has been designed to help 
those who work in the creative sphere, 
particularly smaller organisations, 
individuals and start-ups, as well as 
grassroots community groups, charities, 

trusts and private and public organisations.

Those who submitted successful applications for this 
year will receive grants between £2,500 and £30,000 
to deliver projects which will rejuvenate the Essex’s 
arts and culture sector, as well as the county’s towns 
and city high streets. 

Since the initial announcement, the Culture team 
have been delighted by the positive number 
expressions of interest and applications received. 

Councillor Graham Butland, Essex County Councillor 
Cabinet Member for Devolution, the Arts Heritage 
and Culture, said: “To say we are delighted with 
the number and range of applications we have 
received for the Arts and Cultural Fund would be an 
understatement. 

“We have received some excellent, thought-
provoking applications that will lead to some exciting 
creative projects being launched throughout the 
county over the coming months which will help to 
enrich the lives of our residents.”

Although applications for the Arts and Cultural Fund 
are now closed for 2022, the next funding round for 
projects in 2023 will open at the end of this year.

For more information about the Arts and Cultural 
Fund please visit www.explore-essex.com/
arts-culture-fund

News Art and Culture
New Essex County Council Arts and Cultural Fund launched 
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Know Your Flood Risk
Did you know that 36,000 properties in Essex are at 
risk of surface water flooding from rainfall? A lot of 
residents are not aware that their property is at risk, 
because it is often mistakenly thought that only main 
rivers and the sea cause serious flooding. The Floods 
Team at Essex County Council would like every Essex 
resident to know their flood risk. Essex Country Parks 
and The Floods Team are currently working together 
to design a park trail to raise awareness of flooding. 
This fun and flood related trail will encourage families 
to follow a map to find markers around the parks 
with a small prize at the end. Further information and 
fun activities about floods, water and climate will 
be on the trail booklet. Look out for this coming to a 
country park near you soon! 

If you want to check your risk of surface water 
flooding visit flood.essex.gov.uk/know-your-flood-risk/
check-if-you-re-at-risk-of-flooding 

Book, Track, DigiGo –  
transport on demand!
DigiGo is a new mode of public transport being 
piloted in parts of rural and suburban Essex in 2022. It 
is a fleet of electric minibuses, operating on-demand, 
which puts the passenger in control as they do not 
have to work around fixed routes or timetables and 
will help connect them with transport interchanges. 
The service will be booked via the TravelEssex app, 
up to seven days in advance, or whenever is most 
convenient for you. DigiGo will also be used for group 
bookings of up to six people. Launching this spring, 
visit www.digigo.uk for more information.

News – The World Around Us

https://flood.essex.gov.uk/know-your-flood-risk/check-if-you-re-at-risk-of-flooding/
https://flood.essex.gov.uk/know-your-flood-risk/check-if-you-re-at-risk-of-flooding/
http://www.digigo.uk
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The Essex Year of Reading is a new campaign set-up to help children and 
young people affected by the loss of learning during the pandemic. It is 
aimed at helping every Essex child, to become a confident reader and leave 
school able to read at their age level or better.

E xcitingly the campaign 
will be supported by 
leading broadcaster and 
children’s author, Dermot 
O’Leary, amongst other 

top authors who will kick-off a series 
of events across the county in the 
coming months. The campaign 
will also provide a wide range of 
support and resources to those who 
need them – such as free books for 
disadvantaged children, vouchers for 
families to buy books, as well as a 
programme of activities and events 
to help adults and children with 
their reading. 

The Essex Year of Reading aims 
to inspire children to develop a 
lifelong love of reading through a 
series of events, competitions and 
fun challenges, such as ‘Reading in 
Unusual Places’. The countywide 
push on reading will take place 
across many different settings - 
from schools and colleges, libraries, 
Country Parks, ACL Essex (Adult 
Community Learning), as well as 
care homes…and many more. 

A new app and website will be 
launched to host activities and 
resources, such as short film 
storytelling, stories for children and 
adults to read, plus details on events, 
writing competitions and stories 
written by young people in Essex. 

You can download the free Essex 
Year of Reading app to discover 
reading materials and fun activities, 
plus details on writing competitions 
and stories written by young 
people in Essex. 

Download the app from the App 
Store or Google Play on your smart 
device. Set up your account to get 
free access to your digital library

Get involved! 

Essex Year of Reading
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Families might be 
interested in Dermot 
O’Leary’s delightful ‘Toto 
the Ninja Cat’ books.

Suitable for ages seven to 
nine years old.
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Discover 
Essex Book Festival 2022
Join in the fun at this year’s Essex Book Festival. Taking place throughout 
June in 40 venues across Essex, including Tudor palaces, Norman 
castles, ancient woodlands, foot-ferries, libraries, galleries, museums, 
lecture halls, and for the very first time, a pleasure garden. With over 
250 writers, artists, storytellers and musicians in the mix, taking part 
in a rich variety of activities from author talks and debates through to 
storytelling sessions, workshops and live performances for all ages, 
there is definitely something for everyone on the programme. 

Find out more on at: www.essexbookfestival.org.uk and sign up for their 
e-news (link on the website).

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.essexbookfestival.org.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C11b1dd67fc124d98248c08d9ead0de87%7Ca8b4324f155c4215a0f17ed8cc9a992f%7C0%7C0%7C637799006001706558%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=L7%2FvRk5SYe2O8cSDaVBsPBPsLIJg2jTqIwJKQBUCTbc%3D&reserved=0
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Pre-bookable events and highlights include:
Discover a fresh perspective on 
some of our most frequently told 
stories with award-winning author 
Nicholas Jubber. He unearths the 
lives of the dreamers who made 
our most beloved fairy tales in his 
book The Fairy Tellers: inventors, 
thieves, rebels and forgotten 
geniuses who gave us classic tales 
such as ‘Cinderella’, ‘Hansel and 
Gretel’, ‘Beauty and the Beast’ and 
‘Baba Yaga’.

Imaginary Landscapes: Poetry 
and Harp - a truly beautiful event 
and an exquisite fusion of words 
and music. With leading poet 
and raconteur, Chris Tutton, 
and harpist Anne Denholm, who 
served as Official Harpist 
to HRH the Prince of Wales 
from 2015-2019.

Hear from the acclaimed author 
of Little as he talks about his book 
The Swallowed Man, a beautiful 
and haunting imagining of the 
years Geppetto spends within 
the belly of a sea beast. Edward 
Carey draws upon the Pinocchio 
story while creating something 
entirely his own.

Join debut novelist Angie Bailey 
on an irresistible journey into the 
magical world of Believers and 
Never-Believers. The first novel in 
an exciting new series, Believe is 
designed to transcend age and 
to be enjoyed by children and 
adults alike.

Midsummer Madness - 
Myths, Magic and Metamorphoses
Saturday 25 June, Cressing Temple Barns
Enter a wonderful world of Myths, Magic and Metamorphoses at the Midsummer Madness Day on Saturday 
25 June at the Explore Essex site of Cressing Temple Barns. A day for all the family, there will be fairy trails and 
fairy tales, enchanted storytelling, poetry and musical performances, inspiring author talks, children’s crafts 
and nature activities. 

Meet Emma Beswetherick author 
of The Playdate Adventures – 
an enchanting series of books 
featuring best friends Katy, 
Cassie, and Zia as they go on 
amazing adventures, working 
together to save the planet. And 
delight in Emma Beswetherick’s 
interactive session for children.

And so much more!



Landscape
Imaginary
Mersea
Island

After meeting in Brighton in 2010, 
artist duo Daniel & Clara have spent 
the last 11 years working together. 
After finding themselves on Mersea 
Island during the pandemic they began 
creating ‘On The Island’ – a series of 
100 videos filmed over one year and 
due to be exhibited later this year. 
Read on to find out more…
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What influences your work?
Our work grows out of our encounters with place, 
particularly landscapes. We are interested in the 
psychological experience of place, the way it exists in 
our imagination and inner life. Over the years there 
have been a few places in particular that speak to us. 
Fundamentally we are interested in the experience 
of being human and being conscious of the world 
around us with all its complexity. 

What does your work entail?
It’s important for us to work every day on our 
projects in order to keep the doors to the imagination 
well-oiled. This daily discipline – and the constant 
dialogue between us – is the basis for all our projects. 
We also work on several different projects at the 
same time and across different media, allowing 
for cross-pollination. We work with moving image, 
photography, performance, installation and we 
also create correspondence works that we post to 
people all over the world. We hope our work creates 
experiences for people to engage on a deeper level 
with themselves and the world around them. 

Can you tell us a bit more about your project on 
Mersea?
When the pandemic hit we were staying with family 
on Mersea Island, we’d only planned to stay a couple 
of weeks but we’ve now been here for two years. In 
the first lockdown, we took our one hour of exercise 
per day to explore the island. We were struck by the 
emptiness everywhere, and the eerie quality of the 
silence – there were no signs from humans, no cars 
and no planes. This quietening of human activity 
made the birds and insects seem louder. We walked 
the same routes each day and found our attention 
attuned to the rhythms of nature. We began making 
short videos of ourselves in these landscapes, looking 
and listening to the environment around us. This 
became ‘On the Island’, a series of 100 videos filmed 
over one year, all shot in various parts of Mersea 
Island, capturing our presence here throughout the 
changing seasons. We are really happy with ‘On 
The Island’, not only because of the impact it had 
on ourselves but also because it seems to resonate 
strongly with so many people. 

How do you view Mersea now that you have spent 
time on the island?
Mersea Island is a magical place, which has a very 
particular atmosphere. Now we have spent the last 
two years making work here it is hard to remember 
before. For us it’s a gift to have access to such 
beautiful places to walk, create and imagine. 

How can people find out more about the project?
We’ll be publishing all the details here: 
landscapeimaginary.art

Alongside the exhibition there will be several events, 
including a workshop and art walk. 
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A new theatre, comedy and magic show for children and families which will 
highlight issues around climate change is to go on tour in the county.

C reated by Theatre Lark, What! A Load of 
Rubbish is directed by Fumi Gomez and stars 
Britain’s Got Talent finalist, Christian Lee. The 
show follows the story of a character 
and their ‘rubbish’ friends who live on the 

margins of society and explores how climate change 
affects both people and the planet. Whilst it deals with 
a challenging subject matter, the experience is uplifting, 
fun and full of hope. 

With What! A Load of Rubbish Theatre Lark hope 
to highlight the importance of sharing and working 
together and how our individual actions of reducing, 
reusing and recycling can help the environment and in 
turn lead to a larger, collective impact. The production 
also includes a workshop and educational resources to 
help people understand the social and environmental 
impact of the choices they make.

A children’s theatre 
production to tour in Essex

What! A Load 
of Rubbish 
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The What! A Load of Rubbish production and workshops 
– which are suitable for four to eight-year-olds, families 
and school groups and run for 45 minutes – will tour 
theatres, schools and green spaces from June 2022. 

Partnering with Essex County Council’s Culture, Heritage 
and Green Spaces and Climate Change Action teams, 
the production will tour the county and visit areas that 
historically have less access to both cultural projects and 
green spaces.

To find out more about the production visit  
www.explore-essex.com/events

All images courtesy of Theatre Lark.

http://www.explore-essex.com/events
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We’re all becoming more aware of the impact 
we have on the environment. With just a few 
simple changes, everyone can make a positive 
difference.

Cut the rubbish!
This is where you can have 
the biggest impact at home. 
There are lots of easy ways 
to try reducing waste.

Composting leftover food 
like fruit and vegetable 
peelings creates free soil 
improver to grow plants and 
veggies at home.

You can also use your 
weekly food waste 
recycling collection.

Reduced price compost bins 
are available through the Love 
Essex website.

Reduce your food waste  
This doesn’t just help the 
planet - your purse will benefit 
too. Families can save around 
£60 a month by doing a bit 
of extra preparation and 
meal planning. 

Check out www.
lovefoodhatewaste.
com for tips.

For more great ideas on 
how to reduce your waste 
at home, sign up to the Love 
Essex monthly newsletter 
or follow us

       @loveessexuk

       www.loveessex.org

Make the switch to cloth 
nappies
They are a great alternative to 
disposable nappies and can 
offer great cost, health and 
environmental benefits.

Plus, a £30 refund is available 
on the purchase of cloth 
nappies, including new or 
pre-loved items, on the Love 
Essex website.

Freegle it From furniture, 
children’s toys, bicycles and 
mattresses, you can find your 
unwanted item a new home 
without leaving the comfort of 
your own home.Visit  
www.ilovefreegle.org

to reduce your waste

https://www.loveessex.org/newsletter
https://www.loveessex.org/newsletter
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Have you heard about the Essex Forest Initiative? Run by Essex County 
Council, this extensive tree planting project is currently in the process of 
organising the planting of 375,000 new trees across Essex. 

I n the most recent planting 
season, lasting from 
November 2021 to March 
2022, the Initiative set down 
1,000 trees in Boreham, 2,500 

in Rettendon, and 14,000 in Ramsey 
– and that’s not all. The target 
of 50,000 trees was surpassed, 
with over 700 volunteer hours 
given to help make this brilliant 
effort possible. 

The purpose of the project is 
to combat climate change by 
increasing carbon absorption and 
encouraging biodiversity in Essex. 
With a planned 150 hectares of 
woodland being planted, 60,000 
tonnes of carbon will be locked up 
over the lifetime of these new trees.

To find out more about the Initiative, 
including volunteer opportunities for 
later this year, find us on Facebook  
@EssexForest.

Discover the 
Essex Forest Initiative

https://www.facebook.com/EssexForest
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The Essex Climate Action Commission has been very busy since it was 
established in early 2020, launching its report in July 2021. Essex County 
Council endorsed the report and launched its £200m Climate Action Plan 
in November last year. There’s no time to waste – climate change is only 
accelerating, meaning the time for action is here and now.

F or us in Essex, climate change is a major 
concern. With coastal communities and a 
large agricultural economy, the risk that 
increasing extreme weather events and sea 
level rises pose to us as residents, but also to 

our businesses and wildlife, is significant. This is why it 
is so important to move towards net-zero emissions as 
quickly as possible. 

We will all need to make changes to the way we live and 
think, how we build, how we move around and what we 
consume to reach a way of living that is environmentally, 
economically and socially sustainable.

But finding a level of climate action that is practical and 
sustainable for our everyday life is fundamental. That’s 
why the Commission will be launching a series of climate 
advice packs for residents, schools and businesses. 
These will contain useful information and help on what 
our options are when we look at how we can consider 
our own transport, energy, waste, food, the outdoors 
and much more. 

To register your interest in receiving one of the advice 
packs email climate.commission@essex.gov.uk stating 
which you would like.

The Commission recently welcomed a new Chair, 
Professor Jules Pretty, Professor of Environment and 
Society at the University of Essex.

Former Deputy-Chair of the UK government’s Advisory 
Committee on Releases to the Environment, he received 
an Order of the British Empire (OBE) in 2006 for services 
to sustainable agriculture, an honorary degree from 
Ohio State University in 2009, and the British Science 
Association Presidential Medal (Agriculture and Food) 
in 2015. He is currently a trustee for WWF-UK and was 
appointed President of Essex Wildlife Trust in 2019. 

He is also a well-read writer and researcher. As well as 
being among the top 1% most cited scientists in the 
world, his book ‘This Luminous Coast’ was winner of New 
Angle Prize for Literature in 2013, and The East Country 
was winner of the East Anglian book of the year in 2018. 
Both books are well worth a read, shining a light on the 
importance of Essex’s rural beauty. 

Essex Climate Action Commission – 
shaping a more sustainable Essex

The World Around Us 

mailto:climate.commission@essex.gov.uk


Now venturing into the increasingly popular audio realm, 
he is host of the podcast Louder Than Words – created to 
encourage difficult discussions and a platform to explain 
how we can take action on issues we care about, like 
climate change.

You can find the pod at louder-than-words.
castos.com/ (and on all pod platforms 
at Apple Podcasts, Spotify, Amazon 
Podcasts and Google Podcasts).
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Jules Pretty is Professor of Environment and 
Society at the University of Essex, and Director of 
the Centre for Public and Policy Engagement. He is 
formerly Deputy Vice-Chancellor (2010-2019). 

His sole-authored books include Sea Sagas of 
the North (forthcoming, 2022), Green Minds 
and a Good Life (forthcoming, 2022), The East 
Country (2017), The Edge of Extinction (2014), 
This Luminous Coast (2011, 2014), The Earth 
Only Endures (2007), Agri-Culture (2002) and 
Regenerating Agriculture (1995). 

He is a Principal Fellow of the Higher Education 
Academy, Fellow of the Royal Society of Biology 
and the Royal Society of Arts, former Deputy-Chair 
of the UK government’s Advisory Committee on 
Releases to the Environment, and has served 
on advisory committees for Biotechnology and 
Biological Sciences Research Council (BBSRC) and 
the Royal Society. He was presenter of the 1999 
BBC Radio 4 series Ploughing Eden, a contributor 
and writer for the 2001 BBC TV Correspondent 
programme The Magic Bean, and a panellist in 
2007 for Radio 4’s The Moral Maze. 

He received a 1997 award from the Indian 
Ecological Society, was appointed A D White 
Professor-at-Large by Cornell University from 
2001, and is Chief and Founding Editor of the 
International Journal of Agricultural Sustainability. 
He received an OBE in 2006 for services to 
sustainable agriculture, an honorary degree 
from Ohio State University in 2009, and the 
British Science Association Presidential Medal 
(Agriculture and Food) in 2015. 

This Luminous Coast was winner of New Angle 
Prize for Literature in 2013, and The East Country 
was winner of the East Anglian book of the 
year in 2018. 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flouder-than-words.castos.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cbbec34f30ffa41c9ad8108d9ea3a3473%7Ca8b4324f155c4215a0f17ed8cc9a992f%7C0%7C0%7C637798358268699209%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=m12O8sW7lK9s3Z1QCq1n9%2FrpWF48lxFX5g89T5ufYxw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flouder-than-words.castos.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cbbec34f30ffa41c9ad8108d9ea3a3473%7Ca8b4324f155c4215a0f17ed8cc9a992f%7C0%7C0%7C637798358268699209%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=m12O8sW7lK9s3Z1QCq1n9%2FrpWF48lxFX5g89T5ufYxw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpodcasts.apple.com%2Fus%2Fpodcast%2Fthe-louder-than-words-podcast%2Fid1564697059&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cbbec34f30ffa41c9ad8108d9ea3a3473%7Ca8b4324f155c4215a0f17ed8cc9a992f%7C0%7C0%7C637798358268699209%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=438%2F8ktrCzFlS%2BYXo6sM7AOerYMC3A1HoqMUeVJ2aoI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fopen.spotify.com%2Fshow%2F2p8YyuFcZqgopEdz551NKe&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cbbec34f30ffa41c9ad8108d9ea3a3473%7Ca8b4324f155c4215a0f17ed8cc9a992f%7C0%7C0%7C637798358268699209%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=PIOe9txTZFSpUZt7b1zjZXmb09caIzQzZBwbXIAcZRc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmusic.amazon.com%2Fpodcasts%2Fc79ebb7e-7a0c-4c56-b4e1-78e62f477ddd%2FTHE-LOUDER-THAN-WORDS-PODCAST&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cbbec34f30ffa41c9ad8108d9ea3a3473%7Ca8b4324f155c4215a0f17ed8cc9a992f%7C0%7C0%7C637798358268699209%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=p%2BDfxXKrey5Cx%2Bw7k%2BqjXNVWyqf77FOjkb2UOtFqfn8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmusic.amazon.com%2Fpodcasts%2Fc79ebb7e-7a0c-4c56-b4e1-78e62f477ddd%2FTHE-LOUDER-THAN-WORDS-PODCAST&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cbbec34f30ffa41c9ad8108d9ea3a3473%7Ca8b4324f155c4215a0f17ed8cc9a992f%7C0%7C0%7C637798358268699209%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=p%2BDfxXKrey5Cx%2Bw7k%2BqjXNVWyqf77FOjkb2UOtFqfn8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpodcasts.google.com%2Ffeed%2FaHR0cHM6Ly9sb3VkZXItdGhhbi13b3Jkcy5jYXN0b3MuY29tL2ZlZWQ&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cbbec34f30ffa41c9ad8108d9ea3a3473%7Ca8b4324f155c4215a0f17ed8cc9a992f%7C0%7C0%7C637798358268699209%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=BHvmNozCAM5Rbux0Ku13Hme9nU9cMn%2FddJdk7dzs7B4%3D&reserved=0
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Two new exhibitions come to Focal Point Gallery in Southend-on-Sea from 
Essex artist and activist Elsa James to international artist Cui Jie, the first 
Chinese exhibitor at the galley… read on to find out more.

C hinese artist, Cui Jie is to hold her first 
ever solo exhibition in a public institution 
outside of China. Her exhibition – which 
runs from Sunday 6 March to Sunday 12 
June 2022 - presents an international view 

of the pioneering modernist architecture and art of 
the Essex region after new paintings and prints were 
commissioned.

Following a research tour in Autumn 2019 - which saw 
her visiting Silver End to view the 1920s modernist 
factory town and the Bata Estate in East Tilbury, built 
in the 1930s - Cui Jie has produced new paintings and 
prints which explore the social and political context of 
these architectural projects. 

Her artworks connect these unique Essex developments 
to the history of the Workers New Village of Caoyang 
Xincun in Shanghai – a village that was developed in the 
1950s for the artisan textile factory workers.

Focal Point Gallery’s Radical Essex programme, which 
has run since 2016, has been described as one of the 
most influential historical place-making projects for a 
contemporary audience, and the exhibition by Cui Jie 
builds on its work while bringing a new international 
perspective. 

Coinciding with the opening of the exhibition will 
be a public conference on Saturday 19 March – in 
collaboration with Becontree Forever, London Borough of 
Barking and Dagenham and with the support of the Paul 
Mellon Centre. The conference will explore the concept of 
social modernism and worker villages in different parts 
of the world. It will also examine both the connections 
and differences in approach to workers villages along 
with investigating the relationship between the work 
environment and urban design.

A debut screening of a new film, Parallel by Essex based 
artist Rosanna Lee will accompany Cui Jie’s exhibition. 
The film was made with the involvement of the Chinese 
community in South East Essex and filmed on location 
in a local Southend on Sea restaurant The Pearl Dragon. 
The film will be screened daily on Big Screen Southend 
from 11:00am – 5:00pm each day.

For more information about the exhibition and project 
– which is supported by Antenna Space, Shanghai 
and the Paul Mellon Centre – visit www.fpg.org.uk/
exhibition/cui-jie

To book for the conference, please go to: www.fpg.org.
uk/event/symposium-international-modernism-and-the-
worker-village-from-essex-to-shanghai

New exhibitions at 
Focal Point Gallery
Cui Jie

https://www.becontreeforever.uk
https://www.fpg.org.uk/exhibition/cui-jie/
https://www.fpg.org.uk/exhibition/cui-jie/
http://www.fpg.org.uk/event/symposium-international-modernism-and-the-worker-village-from-essex-to-shanghai
http://www.fpg.org.uk/event/symposium-international-modernism-and-the-worker-village-from-essex-to-shanghai
http://www.fpg.org.uk/event/symposium-international-modernism-and-the-worker-village-from-essex-to-shanghai
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Essex artist, Elsa James, is launching an exhibition for the first time in her 
hometown of Southend in June.

R unning from Sunday 26 June to Sunday 18 
September 2022, the exhibition - Othered in 
a region that has been historically Othered 
– is the first major solo display by the 
British African-Caribbean artist, producer 

and activist.

The exhibition draws on James’ lived experiences, 
combined with the untold stories of past and current 
residents, of feeling ‘othered’ in a county that has been 
historically ‘othered’ and explores what it means to be a 
black woman in Essex. 

Drawing on historical, chronological and spatial 
dimensions, the exhibition includes several new films, 
sound and text.

James’ work challenges both perceptions and 
widespread narratives and encourages audiences 
to reflect upon their identity. Her work also intends 
to encourage support and recognition of other black 
residents to create a collective mindset and narrative 
about Essex and its people.

It presents a visionary tale from forgotten black 
protagonists propelled into the future - which sets the 
stage for the presentation of her most ambitious works 
to date – and features the speculative presence of a 
black woman during the Essex Witch Trials of the 16th 
and 17th centuries. 

By layering visual imagery with historical and cultural 
oppression, James’ ambitious new film work takes 
place across vast timelines before eventually propelling 
people to a future vision of Essex. The exhibition – a form 
of speculative fiction – will be accompanied with new 
sound and text-based works which explores how trauma 
is absorbed and perpetuated in dominated cultural 
narratives, something which James’ seeks to disrupt. 

For more information about the Othered in a region that 
has been historically Othered exhibition – which was a 
finalist in the Freelands Awards 2021 – please visit  
www.fpg.org.uk/exhibition/elsa-james

Focal Point Gallery supports the production and 
presentation of new and recent contemporary art that 
challenges us to think and feel differently about locality, 
our sense of self and the importance of communities. 
As south Essex’s only public funded gallery for 
contemporary art and an Arts Council England National 
Portfolio Organisation, its wide-ranging and pioneering 
artistic programme is relevant to local and national 
audiences alike, through exploring current concerns that 
also resonate internationally. Its activities take place in 
locations across the region. Focal Point Gallery is located 
on the ground floor of The Forum building in Elmer 
Square, 100 metres from Southend Central Station. 

Elsa James to launch new exhibition 

https://www.fpg.org.uk/exhibition/elsa-james/


2 0  |  S U M M E R  O F  C U L T U R E  2 0 2 2

Essex Cultural Diversity Project (ECDP) is a focal point for the celebration 
of diversity across Essex and beyond. Offering a year-round programme of 
events, exhibitions, festivals and commissions, the charity energises diversity 
in arts and heritage, providing opportunities for all generations to create, 
teach, watch and participate in activity ranging from outdoor performance 
to artist development, schools’ workshops to world music festivals. 
As an Arts Council England National Portfolio 
Organisation, ECDP has many years of experience 
developing engagement programmes, working with a 
wide range of local partners and artists to break down 
barriers and raise awareness of equality and inclusion. 
ECDP is committed to building networks, providing 
skills development and creating stronger communities 
across Essex. 

Celebrate Cultural 
Diversity in Essex 

Kinetika Silk River Flags at Global Village, Cressing Temple Barns
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As part of the Summer of Culture, Essex Cultural Diversity Project (ECDP) is 
co-ordinating a programme of events to bring communities together and 
connect with local green spaces. 
The programme will open with a range of fascinating free workshops and performances across the Essex Country 
Parks during May half-term and will close with a special Global Village festival event later in the summer. The events 
will be led by professional Essex-based cultural organisations and will be an opportunity to raise awareness of the 
wonderful country parks and green spaces we have in Essex. 

Open to everyone, the events are free, no need to book – just turn up! 

Saturday 28 May 2022  (12-2pm)
Cudmore Grove Country Park

The Colchester Chinese Culture Society are offering free 
Tai Chi workshops and informal Chinese dance 
performances for all, including the local Chinese 
community. 

Sunday 29 May 2022  (12-2pm)
Danbury Country Park

Come and enjoy a range of free activities such as cooking 
demonstrations, henna and silk painting led by the Essex 
Multicultural Activities Network (EMAN). Aimed at local 
Muslim Pakistani and Indian Hindu communities, but 
everyone welcome. 

Monday 30 May 2022  (12-2pm)
Hadleigh Country Park 

Free workshops and demonstrations of capoeira martial 
arts and samba drumming from BrazilArte Academy. 
Come and make some noise! Open to all, including local 
Brazilian and Portuguese communities. 

Tuesday 31 May 2022  (12-2pm)
Weald Country Park

Experience African drumming and dancing workshops 
from the Efua Sey Cultural Academy. Free to all, including 
local Afro Caribbean communities.

Lata Upadhyaya’s colourful Transit van will be at all of 
the events; an ordinary white Ford Transit transformed 
through vibrant graphic design to reflect the rich 
diversity of contemporary Britain and the communities 
living in Essex. 

Sunday 3 July 2022 (11.30am - 4pm) 
Hadleigh Country Park 

Look forward to a colourful finale to the Essex Cultural 
Diversity Project’s summer programme. This free event 
will have something for everyone from interactive 
workshops to performances and demonstrations- 
including Circus Raj, stilt walkers and the Rajasthan 
Heritage Brass Band - not to mention a display of the 
Kinetika flags which add a real festival feeling.

For more information about ECDP visit  
www.essexcdp.com. Sign up for to their newsletter 
and follow on social media to get the latest updates on 
events and activities taking place local to you.

To find out more about the Essex Country Parks visit: 
www.explore-essex.com

Bringing communities together with our green spaces

http://www.essexcdp.com
http://www.explore-essex.com


Mercury Rising, a five-year project to rejuvenate the Mercury Theatre in 
Colchester, was completed in June 2021. Here we talk to Chief Executive, 
Steve Mannix, about what the project entailed and what he hopes the future 
of The Mercury Theatre will look like.
How long did the Mercury Rising project take and what 
did it entail?
The original Mercury Theatre building opened in 1972 
but it was starting to show signs of age, so the Mercury 
Rising project started in the early summer of 2016 
and we opened in June 2021, after delays due to 
the pandemic. 

Not only have we improved the experience for audiences 
and artists alike but for this is the first time in our history 
our staff all work under one roof. Now we have an on-
site rehearsal space, dedicated space for our community 
and education programme, meeting rooms and we are 
now fully accessible.

Throughout the project - which cost £11.6 million - we 
have been generously supported by Essex County 
Council, Colchester Borough Council, South East Local 
Enterprise Partnership (SELEP), Arts Council England, 
the European Regional Development Fund, Sport 
England, Trusts and Foundations and individual donors 
and sponsors.

There were many overarching aims of the project – 
however, one was to improve the spaces and facilities 
that support the production and presentation of 
high-quality theatre and associated arts activities, by 
professional and non-professional artists.

Following the project’s completion, we now have the 
opportunity to unlock major creative benefits for the 
Mercury, Colchester, Essex and East Anglia – as well as 
the wider theatre economy – which will cement the 
Mercury as a centre of national standing here in the 
East of England.

Mercury Rising was an ambitious project, is there 
anything you are particularly proud of?
I’m grateful to our staff, contractors and suppliers for 
all their hard work and dedication but I’m proud of 
many things.

Firstly, from a budget of £11.6 million we spent £10 
million in the local economy of north Essex. Throughout 
COVID-19, our project was a lifeline to many of these 
businesses, but they kept going. We really are a building 
‘built by local people, for local people’. Next is that 
our new building achieved a BREEAM Environmental 
standard which means we are in the top 25% of 
sustainable buildings in the UK. 

Finally, I’m proud that our audiences and users love the 
spaces we’ve created, which they tell us every day.

How much have you increased the capacity at the 
venue?
We’ve increased the seating capacity of the main theatre 
by 47 seats and launched an all day/evening café/bar 
and catering operation - we’ve tried our best to source 
local produce from local suppliers – and as a charity all 
the profits from sales goes to support our work. 

Mercury Rising  
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Steve Mannix, 
Chef Executive, 
Mercury Theatre



Also, there’s more space to hire for local groups and 
organisations – be it for meetings, shows or conferences. 
We’ve also created a dedicated creative learning space 
and an open plan office space for the theatre’s staff 
and resident partners along with installing 15 new hot 
desks for local artists and creative businesses. We’ve 
also transformed the exterior to create a plaza and 
open access to the Roman wall which runs adjacent to 
the theatre. 

Did the local arts and culture community play an 
important part during the project and if so, how?
The local arts and culture community were vital in 
helping us with the project. Very early in the process 
we consulted a wide variety of groups about what they 
wanted such as onsite storage, the size of spaces, the 
overall ‘look and feel’, access for disabled people and the 
needs of children, young people and families. Now it’s a 
joy to see all those groups meeting weekly with us. 

How important are local community groups, art and 
grassroot organisations to the Mercury Theatre?
Our local community is vital to our work. They say, ‘build 
it and they will come’ and it’s true. Would you believe 
that seven months after opening we’re running out of 
space? We have over 30 different community groups 
using our spaces each week –music and movement 
with tots, to senior clubs, two community choirs, 
dance classes, our Mercury Youth Theatre and even 
drag workshops.

What do you see as the future of arts and culture in 
Colchester and Essex in general?
As we all emerge from the impact of the pandemic it 
never been more important for us all to come together – 
whether that’s seeing a show, band or concert or going 
to a gallery. The arts bring us together. 

The arts and cultural scene in Colchester and throughout 
Essex have been hard hit but I genuinely feel optimistic 
for the future. Yes, these are tough times for us all but go 
and support your local arts scene. 

Do you have any interesting or exciting plans or 
productions for 2022?
Some highlights include our summer family show ‘Alice 
in Wonderland’, our 2022 panto ‘Beauty and the Beast’ 
and we also have ‘The Green Mile’ - a world premier 
adapted from Stephen King’s novel.

The Mercury Theatre is nearly 50 years old; do you 
have any special plans to celebrate the milestone 
moment?
We are planning a wide range of events to celebrate our 
birthday this year. It’s actually the 50th anniversary of 
us being based in Balkerne Gardens, Colchester, but the 
organisation is actually 85 this year as we were originally 
founded in 1937 and based in the High Street.

There will be all sorts of opportunities to join in the party, 
so see our website for all the latest news! 

For more information about the Mercury Theatre and its 
upcoming programme visit www.mercurytheatre.co.uk
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http://www.mercurytheatre.co.uk


History 
and art, 
Jaywick 
Martello 
Tower 
has it all
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Take a trip to Jaywick Martello 
Tower and you’ll discover an arts, 
community and heritage venue 
that is steeped in history.
Built in 1809, Jaywick Martello Tower was 
originally one of 29 Martello Towers constructed 
on the east coast of England to help defend 
the country against the threat of invasion from 
Bonaparte and his army.

Named after the military sea defence at Mortella 
Point Tower in Corsica, near Italy, Martello Towers 
have walls that are two to three metres thick and 
approximately 10 metres high. The Mortella Point 
Tower withstood the force of a bombardment 
- which saw over 100 cannons fired from two 
English battleships – and the sea defence was only 
defeated after a fire broke out in the tower.  

The British Navy was so impressed - with the 
tower’s strength and how it had withstood 
the bombardment - they took the towers 
measurements before they left Corsica. These 
measurements formed the basis for the size 
and shape of the English Martello Towers that 
you see today.

The east coast Martello Towers were constructed 
with approximately 750,000 London Clay bricks 
which were made in Grays, Essex, and transported 
to the sites by barges.

Historically, the east coast towers would 
have featured three cannons – usually with a 
24-pounder facing out to sea with two smaller 
Howitzers either side. Today, Jaywick Martello 
Tower features a replica cannon to help bring 
history alive.

Purchased by Essex Country Council in 2002 - 
and following grants from the National Lottery 
Heritage Fund and English Heritage - Jaywick 
Martello Tower has been renovated and 
transformed into an arts and heritage venue 
which provides fun educational tours for schools 
and community groups.

Hosting thousands of visitors every year, Jaywick 
Martello Tower has become an extremely popular 
arts, community and heritage venue - so take a 
trip and bring the past to life. 

For more information about Jaywick Martello 
Tower and a host of events visit www.explore-
essex.com/places-to-go/find-whats-near-me/
jaywick-martello-tower

http://www.explore-essex.com/places-to-go/find-whats-near-me/jaywick-martello-tower
http://www.explore-essex.com/places-to-go/find-whats-near-me/jaywick-martello-tower
http://www.explore-essex.com/places-to-go/find-whats-near-me/jaywick-martello-tower


2 6  |  S U M M E R  O F  C U L T U R E  2 0 2 2

Snapping the Stiletto 
campaign to launch 
historical walking trails 
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The Snapping the Stiletto: Campaigning for Equality project - which aims 
to tackle the ‘Essex Girl’ stereotype – is to host a range of virtual and non-
virtual events and exhibitions over the coming months.

B y working with partners, 
Snapping the Stiletto has 
helped establish youth 
and school programmes, 
co-created projects, 

artist partnerships and walking 
trails throughout the county since 
launching the project.

Now the project is aiming to 
transport you back through time 
with a range of walking trails that will 
be launched over the coming months.

Led by writer and artist Hannah Walker, 
the Radical Women of Saffron Walden tour 
invites participants to learn about the history of 
the area and write about what they have seen before 
finishing at the town’s museum. 

Using QR codes to bring the past to life, the Walk with 
Purpose with Claire Driver and Rebekah Wallace Brown 
from Eye of Boudica highlights women’s lives and their 
achievements in Colchester – from Boudica’s uprising 
against the Romans, to Votes for Women to Black Lives 

Matter. Walk the trail and scan the QR codes 
and you can find out more about the 

women who have helped shape the 
town through a series of short films.

Discover the history of the Tendring 
persecutions by Revisiting the Essex 
Witch Trails in collaboration with 
Syd Moore, Alison Rowlands and 
Sian fan. The trail gives insight into 

the minds of the women who were 
accused of witchcraft. Follow the QR 

code trail and discover creative pose 
and poetry written and recorded by local 

women as well as view augmented reality 
digital art pieces. 

Not only are there the walking trails being launched but 
there are also a number of online exhibitions and events 
taking place over the coming months.

For more information about the Snapping the Stiletto; 
Campaigning for Equality as well as the forthcoming 
trails, see the listing page or visit www.explore-
essex.com/events 

http://www.explore-essex.com/events
http://www.explore-essex.com/events
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Audley End Miniature Railway
Wildlife Week

Saturday 28 May –
Saturday 5 June 2022

Revolving around our Nature Corner, 
the big world of little creatures. 
Wildlife Week will teach your 
children all about the different 
habitats, insects and creatures you 
may find in the wild, or even at 
the Railway. Featuring Bug Hotels, 
Wormeries, Bird Boxes and much 
more, your children will learn an 
abundance of knowledge as they 
venture through the Nature Corner 
that they can keep with them 
forever. Using their Wildlife Week 
Worksheet, they can tick off when 
they have learnt all the different 
topics throughout the day. Suitable 
for families with children aged two 
to eight-years-old.  
www.audley-end-railway.co.uk

Brentwood Art Trail

Saturday 4 June – 
Sunday 26 June 2022

The annual Brentwood Art Trail is a 
great way to enjoy the artwork of 
talented local artists, exhibiting in 
June in a wide variety of venues in 
the borough. Visit pop-up galleries 

and attend creative workshops and 
events in Brentwood, Ingatestone 
and Shenfield as part of this Trail. 
Supported by the Brentwood 
Business Partnership, sponsored by 
Beresfords and Tees. Suitable for all 
ages. www.brentwoodarttrail.co.uk

Clacton Heritage Trail

The Clacton Heritage Trail celebrates 
Clacton-on-Sea’s 150th birthday. The 
trail covers more than five miles of 
beautiful coastline and engages with 
local schools, elder care settings and 
the wider community. Interactive 
technology brings history to life 
to convey Clacton’s story and the 
town’s heritage. Listening benches 
and audio posts connect individuals 
with stories of Clacton through the 
years. www.tendringdc.gov.uk/
leisure/clacton-150

Witchcraft and Magic

An exciting new exhibition coming 
to Colchester Castle this summer 
and will be suitable for a family 
audience. Please check the website 
for information about forthcoming 
events www.colchester.cimuseums.
org.uk/events

Visit Colchester
Guided Tour: 
A Romp through the Unique 
and Unusual history
of Colchester

Saturday 9 April: 2:00pm

A tour to discover the quirky side 
of Colchester’s history such as why 
you should never take an axe to a 
lead coffin, plus the lesser-known 
tales and trivia about our Roman 
and Saxon history, with a little 
bit of 1960’s Colchester history 
thrown in – for those who can’t 
remember the decade. Adults 
£6:00, children five-15-years-old 
£3:50. Meet at Colchester Visitor 
Information Centre, Hollytrees 
Museum, Colchester, CO1 1UG. 
To book call 01206 282920 or 
email vic@colchester.gov.uk 
to reserve your space or book 
online: www.colchester.gov.uk/
colchester-vic-booking

Guided Tour: 
Uncovering Roman Colchester

Saturday 23 April: 2:00pm

Join your guide to follow in the 
footsteps of the Emperor Claudius 
and Queen Boudica and uncover 
Colchester’s fascinating Roman 
history. The tour will end at the 
Colchester Roman Circus. Meet 
at Colchester Visitor Information 
Centre. To book call 01206 282920 
or email vic@colchester.gov.
uk to reserve your space or book 
online: www.colchester.gov.uk/
colchester-vic-booking

Summer of Culture Guide 
2022 Listings

http://www.audley-end-railway.co.uk
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.brentwoodarttrail.co.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C929107927c49459268af08d9ea3e4b1c%7Ca8b4324f155c4215a0f17ed8cc9a992f%7C0%7C1%7C637798375607926913%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=pBUt1jUCQOgYSPQcq0qolbdZOeGbVYPbGRLIJgLREPg%3D&reserved=0
http://www.tendringdc.gov.uk/leisure/clacton-150
http://www.tendringdc.gov.uk/leisure/clacton-150
http://www.colchester.cimuseums.org.uk/events
http://www.colchester.cimuseums.org.uk/events
http://www.colchester.gov.uk/colchester-vic-booking
http://www.colchester.gov.uk/colchester-vic-booking
http://www.colchester.gov.uk/colchester-vic-booking
http://www.colchester.gov.uk/colchester-vic-booking
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Guided Tour: 
The Village of Dedham

Saturday 7 May: 2:00pm

Explore the beautiful village of 
Dedham, the village at the heart of 
Constable country. It’s an area of 
outstanding natural beauty, made 
famous by the great landscape 
artist John Constable. The tour will 
finish in the heart of the village 
in time for afternoon tea. Adults 
£6:00, children five – 15-years-
old £3.50. Meet: Mill Road Car 
Park, Dedham. To book call 01206 
282920, email vic@colchester.gov.
uk to reserve your space or book 
online: www.colchester.gov.uk/
colchester-vic-booking.

Guided Tour: 
Town to Sea Trail

Saturday 14 May: 2:00pm

A tour from the heart of the town 
center to Colchester’s historic 
port area of The Hythe on the 
River Colne, following a public art 
trail. Hear stories of our seafaring 
heritage, and how the river, its port 
and links to the sea were once 
so important to the prosperity of 
the town. Adults £6:00, children 
five – 15-years-old £3.50. Meet 
at Colchester Visitor Information 
Centre. To book call 01206 282920, 
email vic@colchester.gov.uk 
to reserve your space or book 
online: www.colchester.gov.uk/
colchester-vic-booking

Guided Tour: 
Royal Colchester

Friday 3 June: 2:00pm

Join in the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
celebrations on this special tour of 
Colchester, to discover the town’s 
links with Royalty past and present. 
From Emperor Claudius to Boudica, 
Victoria and Queen Elizabeth II. With 
visits from quite a few other famous 
Kings, Queens, Prince and Princess’s 
in between. Adults £6:00, children 
five – 15-years-old £3.50. Meet 
at Colchester Visitor Information 
Centre. To book call 01206 282920, 
email vic@colchester.gov.uk 
to reserve your space or book 
online: www.colchester.gov.uk/
colchester-vic-booking 

Family Fun: 
Rowdy Romans,
Naughty Normans
and Victorious Victorians

Friday 28 October: 2:00pm

The history of Colchester but with 
all the gruesome gory and revolting 
left in. Especially for children, adults 
can join in too. Adults £6:00, children 
five – 15-years-old £3.50. Meet 
at Colchester Visitor Information 
Centre. To book call 01206 282920 
or email vic@colchester.gov.
uk to reserve your space or book 
online: www.colchester.gov.uk/
colchester-vic-booking

Nature in the Gardens

Sunday 22 May 2022

Focus on Nature in the Gardens with 
nature activities for children and 
stalls run by local nature groups. 
www.eastonlodge.co.uk/whats-on/
may-open-day-2

A Time to Remember the
Gardens in Wartime

Sunday 17 July 2022

In World War I the Earl and Countess 
of Warwick enabled the training 
of infantry on the Easton Lodge 
estate. In World War II the land was 
requisitioned for an airfield, used first 
by the US Army Air Force and then 
the RAF. www.eastonlodge.co.uk/
whats-on/july-open-day-a-time-to-
remember-the-gardens-in-wartime

Wellbeing Wednesdays
Musical Memories

Wednesdays 11am – 12pm

For Adults and those affected 
by dementia. An opportunity to 
reconnect with nature using the 
most powerful memories through 
music. These activity sessions will 
consist of listening and singing 
along to any songs that have lyrics 
referring to nature. Throughout the 
session there will be a selection of 
photos of the artists who sang some 
of these famous songs to give us 
the chance to reminisce. Epping 
Forest District Museum, The Space 
(lift access to 1st floor), 39-41 Sun 
Street, Waltham Abbey, EN9 1EL. 
£5.40 per session - free for carers 
and companions. eppingforestdc.
bookinglive.com/book/add/p/464

Fun drop-in: 
Make an Easter
Chick in a basket

Tuesday 5 April 2022:
10:30am – 3:30pm

All ages are welcome but the 
activity most suits those aged 
from five to 11-years-old. No need 
to book, just drop in during the 
times above and allow about 30 
minutes to do the activity. Cost: 
£2:40. www.eppingforestdc.gov.uk/
museum/whats-on/events-epping-
forest-museum

Arts Award Explore

Thursday 7, Friday 8 
and Saturday 9 April 2022:
10:00am – 3:30pm

Love art? Then why not join us for 
three whole days of creativity. Work 
with a professional artist, learn a 
variety of skills and techniques, 
create your own artworks, research 
artists from the past and present 
and go behind the scenes at the 
museum to see original artworks 
and learn how they are stored. If
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you complete the course, you will 
also gain a nationally recognised 
qualification in the arts. www.
artsaward.org.uk. For young people 
age eight – 14-years-old. Cost: £55. 
eppingforestdc.bookinglive.com/

Wildlife Photographer
of the Year Exhibition

Saturday 21 May –
Saturday 27 August 2022

The world-renowned exhibition, 
on loan from the Natural History 
Museum in London, and featuring 
exceptional images which capture 
fascinating animal behaviour, 
spectacular species and the breath-
taking diversity of the natural world. 
See www.eppingforestdc.gov.uk/
museum for more information and 
opening hours. 

Family Fun Drop in -
Make a crown to celebrate the
platinum Jubilee

Tuesday 31 May 2022:
10:30am – 3:30pm

There’s no need to book, just drop 
in on the day.  Activities are most 
suitable for five to 11-years-old, but 
all ages are welcome to come along. 
Cost £2.40 per child. Children must 
be accompanied by a responsible 
adult. www.eppingforestdc.gov.uk/
museum/whats-on

How to Draw Animals

Wednesday 1 June 2022:
10:30am – 12:00pm and
2:00pm – 3.30pm

Learn tips and tricks for drawing 
your favourite animals in this fun, 
creative workshop. Work with 
our in-house artist to capture 
movements, expressions, shape 
and texture. Book ahead to avoid 
disappointment. For young people, 

eight – 14-years-old. Cost: £11. 
eppingforestdc.bookinglive.com/

Bathing and
Natural Mindfulness

Sunday 12 June: 2022
10:00am – 3:00pm

Essex Wildlife Trust Forest

‘Shinrin-Yoku’ or ‘forest bathing’ is 
the practice of spending time in the 
forest for better health, happiness 
and a sense of calm. Join us for a 
day at Abbotts Hall Farm of forest 
bathing and mindfulness as we 
experience and learn exercises 
that can be adapted for all ages in 
green spaces. Further dates to be 
added this summer. Adults only. 
www.essexwt.org.uk/events/2022-
06-12-forest-bathing-natural-
mindfulness-practices

The English
Cream Tea Company
Platinum Jubilee Sparkling
Afternoon Tea

Saturday 4 June 2022

The Secret Sconery (home of The 
English Cream Tea Company). 

Fabulous celebratory and indulgent 
five-course Afternoon Tea 
experience at The Secret Sconery! 
Extra gift given if you wear red, white 
and blue. www.englishcreamtea.
com/platinum-jubilee-sparkling-
afternoon-tea-at-the-secret-
sconery-sat-4th-june-2022

Keep Being Amazing
An Arts Council Collection
National Partners Programme
Exhibition 

Saturday 22 January – 
Monday 6 June 2022:
10:00am – 5:00pm

Inspired by Holiday Fun, a ground-
breaking programme from Firstsite 
which offers families free days out 
during school holidays full of art, 
sport and nutritious meals, ‘Keep 
Being Amazing’, is a colourful and 
energetic exhibition celebrating 
the project and the families who 
attend. Suitable for all ages. Free 
admission. firstsite.uk/event/keep-
being-amazing

Green Island Gardens
Bluebells Bazaar

Saturday 7 May and
Sunday 8 May 2022

A special occasion to visit the 
gardens and enjoy the sights and 
smells of spring with the woodlands
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carpeted in bluebells and the vibrant 
azaleas. Come and enjoy the open-
air bazaar showcasing local arts, 
crafts and produce whilst supporting 
the Nation Gardens Scheme. 
Suitable for all ages.  
www.greenislandgardens.co.uk

Green Island’s Summer Fayre

Saturday 30 July and
Sunday 31 July 2022

A special occasion to visit the 
gardens and enjoy the sights and 
smells of summer with the giant 
tree lilies. Come and support our 
local artists and crafts people at 
our summer craft fayre. Suitable 
for all ages.  
www.greenislandgardens.co.uk

Harlow Sculpture Town

Saturday 30 April and Sunday
12 June 2022 – 2:00pm

Tickets: £5

Join us this summer for a relaxed 
walking tour led by an expert guide 
from the Friends of Harlow Sculpture 
Town. Your guide will introduce you 
to Harlow’s exceptional sculpture 
collection, taking in works by some 
of the greatest artists of the 20th 
Century. Suitable for all ages. 
Wheelchair accessible. Open air. 
sculpturetown.uk/whats-on

Hedingham Castle
EA Festival

Saturday 11 June and 
Sunday 12 June 2022

EA Festival is back. A showcase for 
leading performers and creative 
leaders in art and culture, the two-
day weekend event features both 
local luminaries and internationally 
recognised stars. Covering topics 
ranging from fashion to political 
history. Suitable for all ages 
(recommended 16-years plus). 
www.eafestival.com

Queens Platinum Jubilee

Sunday 5 June 2022:
11:00am to late

Cliff Park, Dovercourt

Free family event with Live Music, 
Dance, Art, Disco through the ages 
and a Flower Show to celebrate the 
Queens Platinum Jubilee. www.
harwichfestival.com

Harwich Festival of the Arts

The Harwich Festival

Wednesday 22 June –
Sunday 3 July 2022

Annual Festival of the Arts. Live 
music of all genres (classical, rock, 
folk, jazz and pop), theatre, dance, 
film and children’s workshops.  
www.harwichfestival.com

Hylands Estate
Open Estate Day

Sunday 10 April,
Sunday 15 May,
Sunday 19 June,
Sunday 17 July
and Sunday 21 August 2022

Hylands House opens its doors to 
reveal the secrets behind its history 
with an exhibition displayed every 
Open Estate Day in the library. 
The Farmers’ & Craft Market is a 
treasure trove of fresh, local food, 
drink, and crafts direct from the 
producers and makers. The Stables, 
home to a vibrant community of 
artists, designers, and makers, 
will be open for exploring. Free, all 
the family. hylandsestate.co.uk/
explore/openestate

The Stables Summer Series

Friday 20 - Sunday 22 May,
Sunday 19 June,
Sunday 17 July,
Sunday 21 August and 
Sunday 18 September 2022
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Ingatestone Hall

Tudor Festival

Saturday 14 May and 
Sunday 15 May 2022:
11:00am – 5:00pm

A variety of stallholders and re-
enactors evoke 16th century life for 
visitors to join in with. Adults - £8.50, 
Pensioners - £7.50, Children £4. 
Advance booking not required. 

Ingatestone Hall

The Recruiting Officer 
by George Farquhar

Friday 10 June 2022 – 
7:30pm

Rain or Shine Theatre presents 
an outdoor production of one of 
the most performed plays of the 
18th century, a satire recounting 
the exploits of Captain Plume and 
Captain Brazen as they arrive in 
Shrewsbury to find recruits for the 
Army. www.rainorshine.co.uk

Creative Net: 
Dorset Button Posy Brooch

Wednesday 6 April 2022:
11:00am – 1:00pm

Free workshops on the first 
Wednesday of every month. 

Materials and creative conversations 
provided. Dorset buttons are a type 
of handmade button made by 
working simple stitches in thread 
around a ring. Learn this traditional 
craft with Vikki Walsh (Mae Kandoo) 
and make your own Dorset button 
brooch with a posy design.  
www.explore-essex.com/events

Creative Net  
Jubilee Celebration
Decorations

Wednesday 4 May 2022: 
11:00am – 1:00pm 

Join Meg and Amy from Colchester 
S&B to create your own Jubilee 
Decorations in time for the June 
Celebrations. Ready to wear or 
put in your window. www.explore-
essex.com/events

St Helena Hospice
Heritage Stories

Saturday 5 March to 
Sunday 10 April 2022 – 
10:00am – 4:00pm

St Helena Hospice welcomed its first 
patient, 22-year-old Lisa Brenchley, 
on May 20 1985. ‘St Helena Hospice 
heritage stories’ is a collection of 
oral histories spanning 1979-1988, 
from the people who volunteered 
their time, skills and passion to 
bring hospice care to the people of 
Colchester and Tendring.  
www.sthelena.org.uk/heritage

Hylands Estate x
Hotbox Events

Join us for a brand-new event for 
2022 - The Stables Summer Series. 
On selected evenings throughout 
the summer, a programme of some 
of the best upcoming music acts 
on the circuit will perform in the 
Stables courtyard. Acts for all dates 
to be announced. Tickets for each 
evening will go on sale soon, priced 
£10 - £15. Recommended for ages 
16-years-old plus. hylandsestate.
co.uk/events

The National Flower Show:

Friday 20 May -
Sunday 22 May 2022

Hylands Estate, 
organised by Aztec Events

The National Flower Show returns in 
May 2022 for a three-day gardening 
extravaganza set in the stunning 
grounds of Hylands House. The 
outdoor event sees Hylands Estate 
filled with inspiration, flowers, plants, 
and everything you need for your 
home and garden including the 
Outdoor Plant Village, a magnificent 
Floral Pavilion, the Food & Drinks 
Pavilion, and well as a Home and 
Country Pavilion with a selection 
of original handmade giftware, 
jewellery and more – visitors can 
shop in abundance with hundreds 
of exhibitors at the show. Tickets 
for adults, over-60’s and children 
aged five - 15-years-old available. 
hylandsestate.co.uk/events/
national-flower-show-4/all
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East Coast Art

Thursday 14 April - 
Sunday 15 May:
10:00am – 4:00pm

Six Essex artists bring a diverse 
range of artwork, from painting, 
printing, drawing, ceramic and 
sculpture, to the Martello Tower, 
Jaywick. Living close to the Rivers 
Blackwater and Crouch, they 
share a love of nature and are 
individually inspired by their coastal 
surroundings. www.explore-
essex.com/events

Layer Marney Tower
Invitation to View

Wednesday 6 April, 
Wednesday 25 May, 
Wednesday 8 June, 
Sunday 7 August, 
Sunday 18 September and
Tuesday 13 December 2022

Invitation to View works with 
historic houses and extends and 
invite to wander inside private 
historic houses. Ideal for groups 
and individuals. You will learn about 
Henry 1st Lord Marney over coffee 
and traybake and then be escorted 
by the owner around the gardens 
and building. Be fascinated with 500 
years of family life and then stay 
and enjoy the gardens and splendid 
views. www.layermarneytower.
co.uk/events/invitation-to-view-
tours/2022-04-06

Tudor Legacies

Sunday 15 May 2022

King Henry 8th and his wives will 
be wandering the grounds of Layer 
Marney Tower dressed in splendid 
period costume. Ask them questions 
about the life and times of the 
Tudors and have your photograph 
taken with your favourite Queen. See 
Layer Marney Tower’s website for 
full details (not available at time of 
publication).

Twelfth Night,
The HandleBards

Wednesday 1 June 2022

The cycling Shakespearean actors 
carry all their props and costumes 
on the back of their bikes and 
specialise in outdoor theatre. Be 
enthralled by the laugh-out-loud 
performance and frivolity. Bring 
your chairs, picnics and blankets. 
Doors open at 6pm. Suitable for all 
ages. www.layermarneytower.co.uk/
events/twelfth-night-performed-by-
the-handlebards

Father’s Day Eden Falconry 

Sunday 19 June 2022 

Eden Falconry will be here with 
a variety of bird of prey species 
to allow you to view throughout 
the day. You will also have the 
opportunity to meet and speak 
with members of the Falconry 
team. In addition, there will also 
be (weather permitting) two flying 
demonstrations where you can see 
the birds in action. Then race Dad 
up to the top of the tower to see 
the stunning views of the Essex 
countryside, gardens and buildings 
from a birds-eye view. See Layer 
Marney Tower’s website for full 
details (not available at time of 
publication).

Cosi Fan Tutte, Orlando Joplin

Thursday 7 July, 
Saturday 9 July and 
Sunday 10 July 2022

Three opportunities to enjoy Mozart’s 
Opera in our recently renovated 
Quintin’s Barn. Sung in English by 
a stunning cast of young singers, 
with the orchestral score played 
by six eminent chamber musicians 
in a new realisation by Orlando 
Jopling. Doors open 6:00pm. The 
performance will be in two halves of 
just over an hour each. The Sunday 
performance would suit a family 
audience. www.layermarneytower.
co.uk/events/essex-opera-festival-
cosi-fan-tutte

Secret Garden Ballet
New Creations Collective

Sunday 24 June 2022 

Performed by an accomplished 
cast of dancers and musicians, the 
iconic story is brought to life like 
never before, in this high-quality, 
one-hour ballet. With a brand-new 
score and original choreography, The 
Secret Garden offers an enchanting, 
unforgettable experience for adults 
and children alike. See Layer Marney 
Tower’s website for full details (not 
available at time of publication).

500-year Anniversary Layer
Marney Tower 

Sunday 21 August 2022 

The highlight of our events this 
year is our 500-year anniversary 
celebration of King Henry VIII 
attendance at Layer Marney Tower 
in 1522. We plan to celebrate in 
style by re-enacting his visit. See 
Layer Marney Tower’s website for 
full details (not available at time of 
publication).

Markshall Estate
Easter Family Trail 

Saturday 2 April – 
Monday 18 April 
(includes bank holidays)

Enjoy a fun-filled family day out 
this Easter half term. Head out into 
the Arboretum on an Easter egg 
hunt, searching a world of trees and 
lakeside gardens for 50 wooden 
eggs, to claim your prize. Suitable for 
children three-years plus.  
ww.markshall.org.uk/whatson
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National Jazz Archive
Elaine Delmar – 
‘A Weaver of Dreams’

Saturday 9 April
2022: 2.30pm

Elaine Delmar, singer and actress 
and a true ‘Weaver of Dreams’, 
brings along her good friends to 
conjure many of those dreams 
from the Great American Songbook 
featuring Guitarist, Jim Mullen. 
Suitable for all ages, no restrictions. 
tinyurl.com/elaine-delmar

Naze Tower
Spring Exhibition 

Friday 1 April – Sunday
12 June 2022

Explore this historic landmark and 
discover over six floors work by 
fifteen East Anglian artists working 
in a range of media. Also includes 
a cafe, museum and spectacular 
coastal views from the top. Suitable 
for everyone. www.nazetower.co.uk 

Naze Tower
Summer Exhibition

Saturday 18 June – 
Sunday 4 September 2022

Explore this historic landmark and 
discover over six floors work by 
fifteen East Anglian artists working 
in a range of media. Also includes 
a cafe, museum and spectacular 
coastal views from the top. Suitable 
for everyone. www.nazetower.co.uk

Rayleigh Windmill
Rayleigh Windmill open
to the public

Sunday 3 April – 
Wednesday 28 September
2022, Wednesdays 10:00am –
1:00pm, Saturdays and 
Sundays 1:00pm – 4:00pm

The Rayleigh Windmill is a 200+ year 
old Grade II listed building, which 
contains a museum, exhibition 
space and information about 
Rayleigh Mount. Visitors will be 
welcomed by our enthusiastic and 
knowledgeable group of volunteers, 
who will be pleased to talk about 
how the windmill once worked. 
For the brand new Virtual Tour and 
further details on exhibitions and 
special events visit: www.rochford.
gov.uk/windmill

Explore Essex

Explore the mills in Essex. Visit 
Alderford, Beeleigh, Finchingfield, 
Mountnessing and Stock. View the 
latest details and opening times: 
www.explore-essex.com/places-to-
go/heritage-places

Saffron Walden Tourist
Information Centre
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
Celebrations

Thursday 2 June – 
Sunday 5 June 2022

Organised by Saffron Walden Town 
Council. Beacon lighting on at 
approximately 9:15pm. Big Jubilee 
Lunch on Sunday 5 June. Both on 
Saffron Walden Common: www.
visitsaffronwalden.gov.uk/events

Saffron Walden Carnival

Friday 8 July – 
Saturday 16 July 2022 
on Saffron Walden Common

Organised by Saffron Walden 
Round Table. Website: 
www.8dayweekend.co.uk

Saffron Hall
8 Day Weekend, 
Saffron Walden
London Community
Gospel Choir

Monday 11 July 2022

Sure to be a highlight of the Saffron 
Walden Round Table Carnival, the 
legendary London Community 
Gospel Choir performs an irresistible 
programme of Gospel songs.  
With its rich harmonies, charismatic 
interpretations and closely  
unified ensemble, the London 
Community Gospel Choir is set to 
light up Saffron Walden with  
singing that’s vibrant, powerful 
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and life-affirming, reflecting the 
group’s ethos: “out of many, one 
voice”. Suitable for ages seven plus. 
www.8dayweekend.co.uk

Snapping the Stiletto
Essex Witch Trails

Sunday 6 March 2022

A walking trail focusing on the 
women persecuted in the Essex 
Witch Trials. Art pieces, writing and 
recordings can be accessed via QR 
codes on a walking trail around 
Manningtree and Mistley. www.
explore-essex.com/events

Walk with Purpose

Sunday 13 March 2022 –
September 2022

Walk the trail and discover the 
stories of Colchester women who 
have shaped history, featuring 
historical figures and contemporary 
women with a QR code trail which 
will link to short films. www.explore-
essex.com/events

Tendring District Council
Street Tag 

Now – Monday 6 June 2022

Walk, run or cycle to the virtual tags 
and the digital monument which are 
placed on the Street Tag app map. 
Collect points assigned to virtual 
tags, which add up in real time on 
the leader board, with prizes to be 
won at the end of each season. 
Experience the local heritage and 
history of Clacton through audio, 
video, pictures, and text on the 
augmented reality Monument Tours 

in the Street Tag App.  
www.streettag.co.uk

Thaxted Morris Weekend
Thaxted Morris Men 

Friday 10 June – 
Sunday 12 June 2022

Join the oldest surviving Morris 
revival side in the country as they 
tour around local towns and villages 
across the beautiful Uttlesford 
district. Not to be missed is Saturday 
nights spectacular procession 
through Thaxted, a jewel in Essex’s 
crown, culminating in dancing in the 
moonlit churchyard.  A site not to 
be forgotten.  Suitable for all ages. 
www.thaxtedmorris.org/

* Listings provided by Visit Essex 
Members

Find out more about Visit Essex and 
sign up to become a member:  
www.visitessex.com/industry-and-
press/become-a-member
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templeatwarshow templeatwarshow

07907 594307military & vintage show

Keeping History Alivetempleatwar.co.uk

14th & 15th may 2022
cressing temple cm77 8pd 

www.templeatwar.co.uk

military & vintage show

“
“

“

“One of the best living history events 
around

Best Show I’ve Ever Been To
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