Successful applicants of Essex County Council grant 
funds announced

SIX arts and cultural organisations have been announced as the first successful applicants of Essex County Council’s Creative Industries Project Fund and the Cultural Development Grant Fund.

Both funds focus on growing and supporting local talent and Essex’s creative industries, as well as positioning the county as a leader in the cultural and creative sectors. All the organisations will receive between £2,500 and £30,000 in funding.

Successful organisations of the Creative Industries Project Fund include:

· WVE Studios which will support a filmmaking programme and provide a career pathway for student filmmakers to inspire the next generation of the county’s creative professionals.
· CLIP Sound and Music CIC will research and develop the ‘Photon Smasher’, a pioneering microphone that allows users to listen to light. Aimed at young scientists, STEM and creative educators and musicians, the fund will support the products growth and innovation.
· Aura Films will produce four proof-of-concept films inspired by Essex legends and folklores and reimagined for modern audiences. The programme will offer placements for young people aspiring to enter the film and television industry.
· Creative Colchester CIC will host the Creative Careers Progression Day event to help young people better understand the opportunities and routes available to working in the creative industries. The event will invite practitioners who will provide practical advice and industry insights.

Successful Cultural Development Grant Fund applicants include:

· Epping Forest District Museum will create the ‘Town and Country: Life in Roman Durolitum’. Supporting the display of material from the nationally significant Durolitum archaeological site, the project will feature local Roman heritage exhibitions, events and school talks.
· The Minories, Colchester, will produce a sustainable marketing programme to promote the gallery and improve access to it.

All the projects meet both grant funds criteria by providing local community and cultural opportunities. They also ensure that the county’s creative economy is strengthened. 

Recent figures revealed that the organisations within the art, culture and film sectors are highly significant to the county’s economy. In 2025, more than 7,500 creative Essex companies employed over 30,000 people. 

Councillor Mark Durham, Cabinet Member for Arts, Heritage and Culture, said: “We’re delighted to announce the first ever successful applicants to these very important grants funds. 

“Essex is home to a thriving and diverse cultural sector and with the creative industries recognised as one of the UK’s growth sectors in the government's industrial strategy, it’s critical that investment in this sector continues.

“Not only will residents and visitors benefit from these fantastic programmes and projects, but it also demonstrates our commitment to supporting creative businesses and cultural organisations in the region.”

Applications for the second round of the Creative Industries Project Fund and the Cultural Development Grant Fund open on Monday 12 January 2026. 

To find out more visit: www.culture-essex.co.uk/funding 

-Ends-


Notes for editors:
For more information contact: Emma Williams, Marketing and Communications Lead, Emma.Williams@essex.gov.uk or Christopher Davies, Marketing and Communications Officer, Christopher.Davies@Essex.gov.uk. 

Explore Essex: Explore Essex brings together a unique group of Country Parks and heritage venues which are owned by Essex County Council. Its mission is to deliver a broad range of exciting facilities and activities for the people of Essex with an emphasis on culture, heritage and environment. www.explore-essex.com 

Culture Essex supports, promotes and advocates for the arts, cultural and creative sectors via dedicated funding for artists, organisations and creative practitioners and strategies which help create the conditions for the culture and creative sector to flourish https://culture-essex.co.uk/ 

